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Présentation

Tea: commodity, civility, Empire

This course will discuss tea as a symbol illustrating the 

development of three interdependent phenomena in the 

Long Eighteenth Century (1660-1830): the development 

of the British Empire, with the creation of colonies in the 

Americas and in Asia, affecting local peoples and the 

environment; the rise of mercantilism and global trade, 

with tea becoming the first true global commodity; and 

the increasingly codified culture of civility, as tea was 

a class and gender marker in civil conversation, along 

with coffee. Tea is more than a hot drink: it is an essential 

component of the British way of life, capable of provoking 

the American Revolution in the West and two opium wars 

in the East. Using tea as a common thread, this course will 

introduce students to cultural, intellectual, economic and 

material history.

Objectifs

This source-based course builds on the skills acquired 

in the previous semesters and aims to develop students’ 

ability to analyse and critically assess primary and 

secondary sources. It introduces students to cultural, 

intellectual and material history.

Évaluation

• Formule standard session 1 - Contrôle continu : 

une vidéo de 5-7mn à mi-parcours (commentaire 

historique et culturel) 40%, un devoir écrit de 2h en fin 

de semestre (commentaire de document historique) 

50%, participation (préparation de textes, fiches de 

lecture, prise de parole, etc. tout au long du semestre) 

10%.

• Formule dérogatoire session 1 : 1 devoir écrit de 2h 

(commentaire de texte)

• Session 2 : 1 devoir écrit de 2h (commentaire de texte)

Pré-requis nécessaires

anglais B2-français B2
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Ressources pédagogiques

BBC Radio 4, “In Our Time”, episode on Tea: https://

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004y24y

Contact(s)
> Thierry Labica

Responsable pédagogique

tlabica@parisnanterre.fr
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