
Hot topics in finance

Infos pratiques

> ECTS : 4.5

> Nombre d'heures : 24.0

> Langue(s) d'enseignement : Anglais

> Niveau d'étude : BAC +5

> Période de l'année : Enseignement dixième 

semestre

> Méthodes d'enseignement : En présence

> Forme d'enseignement : Cours magistral

> Ouvert aux étudiants en échange :  Oui

> Campus : Campus de Nanterre

> Composante : Sciences économiques, gestion, 

mathématiques et informatique

> Code ELP : 5E0GMFIN

Présentation

This seminar examines the frontier of contemporary 

finance, focusing on structural shifts that are reshaping 

how capital is raised, allocated, and priced globally. 

Each session combines academic research with current 

market developments, practitioner perspectives, and 

policy debates.

Students are expected to come prepared, lead 

discussions, and engage critically with the material.

Session 1 — Private Credit: Rise of the Shadow Banking 

System

Session 2 — Fintech, Crypto & Decentralised Finance

Session 3 — Sustainable Finance & ESG

Session 4 — Market Microstructure & Liquidity

Session 5 — Innovation Finance: Europe vs the United 

States

Session 6 — Private Equity & Venture Capital: Value 

Creation Beyond Capital

Session 7 — Macro Finance & Geopolitical Risk

Session 8 — AI & Risk Management

Objectifs

The seminar is deliberately structured around unsettled 

questions — areas where the evidence is contested and the 

implications are still unfolding — to foster original thinking 

and rigorous analysis.

Évaluation

Modalités : CCI

SESSION UNIQUE :

Contrôle Continu

• Type : Oral, Dossier

• Durée : --

• Précisions : Présentations orales et dossier

Régime Dérogatoire

• Type : Dossier

• Durée : --

SESSION 2 :

• Type : Dossier

• Durée : --

Utilisation de l'intelligence artificielle : 

AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Claude) are permitted for 

brainstorming and editing. All AI use must be disclosed 

explicitly in the submitted work.

Pré-requis nécessaires

Corporate Finance, Financial intermediation, Asset Pricing

Compétences visées

By the end of the seminar, students will be able to :

• Critically read and evaluate empirical and theoretical 

papers at the frontier of financial economics.

• Analyse the structural forces reshaping credit markets, 

innovation finance, and sustainable investing.

• Compare institutional frameworks across regions — 

particularly the EU vs US financing ecosystems — and 

assess their economic implications.

• Synthesise academic evidence and market practice to 

develop and defend an original research argument.

• Engage in structured scholarly debate, presenting 

complex ideas clearly to an expert audience.
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Ressources pédagogiques

Journal articles, online data, policy reports, financial news
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> Ouarda Merrouche

Responsable pédagogique

omerrouc@parisnanterre.fr
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