
The Fall of an Empire or the Rise of Europe? 
(EDUC) *

Infos pratiques

> Nombre d'heures : 20.0

> Langue(s) d'enseignement : Anglais

> Période de l'année : Enseignement septième 

semestre

> Méthodes d'enseignement : A distance

> Ouvert aux étudiants en échange :  Oui

> Composante : Service des relations internat et des 

étudiants étrangers, Université Paris Nanterre (UPN)

> Code ELP : 4DUC0024

> En savoir plus : Lien vers le catalogue 

de cours EDUC pour candidater https://

courses.educalliance.eu/

Présentation

Teacher: Ivan Foletti

Contact: activites.educ@liste.parisnanterre.fr 

In the traditional historiographical narrative, the arrival of 

the “barbarians” corresponds to the end of the greatest 

civilization of the antique Mediterranean: the Roman 

Empire. But was the situation so simple? Who were 

these “barbarians”? And did the Empire really collapse 

or was it rather transformed? The goal of this course is 

to focus on the artistic, visual, material, and performative 

cultures that coexisted in this extraordinary moment 

of history. To reach this objective, we will firstly focus 

on the prejudices constructed from the Renaissance 

to our days about what was commonly considered as 

the “Dark Ages”. Secondly, we will be investigating the 

role of medias in the transformations of visual history: 

from sculptures to “bidimensional” images, from roll to 

codex, from the illusive image to the iconic one. Third, we 

will analyze the role played by the meeting of cultures 

– constitutive for the investigated period – in the birth 

of the “Middle Ages”.In the traditional historiographical 

narrative, the arrival of the “barbarians” corresponds 

to the end of the greatest civilization of the antique 

Mediterranean: the Roman Empire. But was the situation 

so simple? Who were these “barbarians”? And did the 

Empire really collapse or was it rather transformed? 

The goal of this course is to focus on the artistic, visual, 

material, and performative cultures that coexisted in this 

extraordinary moment of history. To reach this objective, 

we will firstly focus on the prejudices constructed from 

the Renaissance to our days about what was commonly 

considered as the “Dark Ages”. Secondly, we will be 

investigating the role of medias in the transformations of 

visual history: from sculptures to “bidimensional” images, 

from roll to codex, from the illusive image to the iconic 

one. Third, we will analyze the role played by the meeting 

of cultures – constitutive for the investigated period – in 

the birth of the “Middle Ages”.

Évaluation

Écrit ou oral

Contrôle continu, pas de dérogatoire 

Pré-requis nécessaires

Niveau de langue B2 de l'activité
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